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A Letter from Dr. Robert Plot of Oxford., to Dr. 
Martin Lifter F. of the R. S. concerning the ufe 
which may be made of the following Hiftory of the 
Weather, made by him at Oxford, through out 
the year i 68 4 . 

Sir. 

If T would be needlefs to acquaint you with the Uni- 
fj v-erfal approbation, your new and eafy invention of 
obferving the rife and fall of the Mercury in the Ba- 
rometer(by parallel-lines drawn from every decimal part 
of each month of its whole extent,) was received in our 
Philosophical Society at Oxford : fince I here fend you the 
Cbjerv. of a full year made by their order,not only of the 
rife, and fall of the Quicksilver ^market by the wandring 
prickt line in the figure belonging to each month ,) and 
the weatherj but alfo how the wind flood each day 
throughout the whole year, except the Month of Jan. 
which was not thought of at firft ,• though ('if we refpedt 
the ufe of fuch Objervations,) as material a part as any 
whatever: for when once we have procured fitperfons 
enough to make the fame Observations in many for- 
reign and remote parts, how the winds flood in each, 
at the fame time, we fhall then be enabled with fome 
grounds to examin, not only the coaftings, breadth,and 
bounds of the winds themfelves, but of the weather they 
bring with them ; and probably in time thereby learn, to 
be forewarned certainly, of divers emergencies {fuch as 
heats, colds, dearths,plague,and other epidemical diftem- 
persj which are now unaccountable to usj and by their 
caufes be inftrudled for prevention, or remedies: thence 
too in time we may hope to be inform’d how far the pofi- 
tions of the planets in relation to one another,and to the 
fixt flarrs, are concerned in the alterations of the wea- 
ther,and in bringing and preventing difeafes,or other ca¬ 
lamities s 
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lamities;for by this means it is doubtlefs,that the Learned 
Dr .Goad, of London, has arrived to that pitch of knowledg, 
he already has,in predicting weather, &c. i. e. by making 
fuch old ^ilmanac\s as this for many years,in head of new 
ones; which if once faithfully done in divers parts of the 
world (as it is now happily begun ,) we fliall certainly 
obtain more real! andufefull knowledg in thefe matters 
in a few years, rhea we have yet arrived to, in many Cen ¬ 
turies: which no quefrion was the opinion of the induf- 
trious Walter Merle Fellow of Merton Coll, who thus 
obferved the weather here at Oxford every day of the 
month, fevenyears together vi%. from3^0. 1337 to Jan. 
1344; the MS. Copy of which Obfervatious are yet remain¬ 
ing in the Bodleyan Library j and doubtlefs’twas fome 
fuch confideration as this, that moved Erafmus Bartholin 
to make Obfervattons of the weather every day of the 
month through the whole year 1571 which-are printed 
inter Acla Medina Tho Bartholini. Now Sir if thefe worthy 
Gent, thought it worth their while, laborioufly to make 
Inch Obfervations without the helps that you have afford¬ 
ed us,- how fupine had we been, if we had forborn to pro- 
fecute it,- lam fure I could not have thought myfelf 
otherwife, had I negledted it, alter I had received tire 
commands of fo judicious a Society ; and the rather be- 
caufe then too, I fhould have rudely flighted an Inven¬ 
tion of yours, who have always afforded me the inefti 
mable Character of 


Tour moft faithfull 
Freind] Rob. Plot. 



Observations of the Wind, Weather, and height of the Mercury m the 
Barometer, throughout the year 1 6 %^taken{after Dr. Lifters method ,) 
in the Mufaeum Ashmoleanum, at the requeft of the Phiiofophicall So¬ 
ciety Oxford; Robert Plot, LLD, 

A Scheme of the weather at Oxford ; January ; 1 6 8 |. 


Day, Weather. 

1 hard, froft and fair. 

2 frofty,but yielding a little towards night. 

2 rimy froft. 

4 hard froft,and fair, 
y hard froft, and fair, 
hard froft, and fair. 

7 hard froft, but a little yielding at night. 

8 rimy froft morn.fair all day,windy night. 

9 froft, but fnow at night. 

10 cold raw weather toward noon,rain toward night. 

11 moift thawing weather. 

12 dole thawing weather. 

13 moift,clofe weath. a fmall froft at night. 

14 clofe frofty weather, 
i/ clofe frofty weather. 

i & clofe frofty weather,at night windy. 

17 froft, at night fnow. 

18 fnow,and wind. 

1 9 clofe fharp weather. 

20 clofe utfupra but alittleyield, at night. 

21 mild froft,and fair. 

22 hard froft, fnow at night a little. 

2$ hard froft. 

24 hard froft, and fair. 

27 hard froft, and fnow. 

2<s froft, a little fnow. 

27 froft, a little thaw about noon. 

28 froft, and fair. 

29 froft, a fmall thaw all the afternoon. 

30 hard froft, and fair. 

311 froft, and fair. 

A Scheme 
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AScbeme of theWind, & Weather atOxford; February 5 itfgf. 


Day. 


i 

NE 

2 

NE 

3 

due E 

4 

due S 

r 

S W 

6 

dueW 

7 

due W 

8 

N & by W 

9 

due S 

ro¬ 

due S 

ll 

due S 

12 

SSW 

i3 

N & by W 

14 

W&N 

1 S 

NW 

16 

dueS 

17 

S W 

18 

S W 

19 

due W 

20 

WSW 

21 

S W 

22 

WSW 

23 

due W 

24 

W&byS 

2f 

S W 

26 

s.w 

27 

SE 

28 

NE 

1 29 

E&byS 


Weather. 

froft, and fair. 

froft, a little thaw at night. 

froft, and fair. 

dole wea. & a little thaw &: Snow at nt. 
thawing weather,wind & rain at night, 
fair clear weather, 
clofe thawing rainy weather, 
dofe weather. 

fair in the morn.rain&fnow at night. 

dofe wet weather. 

fair morning,wet at night & windy. 

clofe morning, fair at night. 

clofe morning, fair at night. 

rain morning, fair at night. 

fair weather. 

rainy morning, clofe at night, 
clofe moift weather, 
rainy and wind, 
moift morning, fair afternoon, 
open fair weather, 
clofe weather, windy, 
clofe rainy weather, 
wet morning, fair afternoon, 
fair morning, clofe Evening, 
fair morning, clofe evening, 
wet morning, clofe evening, 
wet morning,fair evening.' 
dofe frofty weather, 
frofty clear weather. 


A Scheme 
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A Scheme cf the Winds weather at Oxford* March; i<$8!« 


Day. Wind. 


I 

1 SE 

2 

NE 

3 

N & by W 

4 

N& by W 

f 

due N 

6 

NE 

7 

N NE 

8 

NNE 

S> 

E&by N 

IO 

ENE 

11 

N& by W 

12 

due N 

*1 

N 6c by E 

T 4 

N 5 t by E 

ry 

NNE 


NNE 

1 7 

N&byE 

18 

W 8 z byN 

x 9 

NE 

20 

NNW 

21 

NE 

22 

NE 

23 

E&by N 

24 

E&by N 

27 

E Stby N 

2 6 

due E 

27 

due E 

28 

S&byW 

2 9 

S & by W 

.30 . 

S 6c by W 

SI 1 

dueS 


Weather. 

clofe frofty cold weather 
clofe cold weather 
dole frofty weather, 
clofe cold weather, 
clofe morning, fnow evening 
clofe cold weather, 
froft fair and windy, 
froft, clofe and windy, 
froft and high winds 
clofe frofty cold weather, 
froft and fair, clofe at night. 1 
frofty, fnowy, windy weather, 
froft morning, fair night, 
froft, fnow & wind, 
fnow & wind, 
fnow and rain, 
clofe moift weather, 
clofe morning fair night, 
cold changeable weather, 
fnow and cold high winds, 
clofe but fair weather, 
fair weather,but cold, 
cold fair weather, 
cold fair weather, 
cold fair weather, 
cold fair weather, 
cold clofe weather, 
warm moift weather, 
wind and rain, 
clofe fair weather, 
fair calm weather. 


A Scheme 





A Scheme ofthe Wind } andWeather at Oxford ; April j i6%\. 


Day. 

Wind. 

i 

N & W 

2 

W &by\N 

3 

S 8c by W 

4 

S & by W 

X 

SW 

6 

due W 

7 

due W 

8 

SW 

9 

NW&N 

IO 

NE 

ii 

dueE 

ia 

N 8c W 

13 

N & by E 

14 

ENE 

IS 

NE & by E 


E & by N 

17 

E&by N 

18 

S& W 

19 

due S 

20 

SE&SW 

21 

SE 

22 

S.N.E 

23 

SW 

24 

SW 

2 S 

SW 

2 6 

dueS 

27 

SW 

28 

SW 

2 9 

SW 

30 

1 dueS 


Weather. 

fair fun-fhine weather, 
rain i'th morning, fair evening, 
fair morning, wind and rain at night, 
clofemoift weather, 
rainy weather, 
fair morning, wet at night* 
fair weather, 
clofe weather, 
clofe weather but fair, 
clofe fair weather, 
rain and wind moderate 
clofe cold weather 
fair fun-fhine weather, 
fair morning, clofe evening, 
clofecold weather, 
clofe cold weather, 
clofe cold weather, 
variable dry weather, 
moift morning, wet night, 
clofe warm weather, 
fair fun-fhine weather, 
fair mom. inclinable to rain at night, 
rainy morning, fair evening, 
fair fun-fhine weather, 
fair fun-fhine weather, 
clofe dry weather, 
fair fun-fhine weather, 
clofe dry weather, 
dole dry weather, 
rain morning,fair evening 

CL 


A Sc eh me 
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A Scheme of the Wind, end Weather at Oxford ; May ,• id 84. 


Day. 


Weather. 

* 1 

ssw 

Variable weather. 

2 

due \V 

fair weather. 

3 

ss w 

clofe fair weather. 

4 

wsw 

clofe fair weather. 

/ 

wsw 

moift morning, fair evening. 

6 

wsw 

clofe fair weather. 

7 

wsw 

clofe morning, rain at night. 

8 

SSEScSW 

fair warm weather. 

9 

NW 

clofe fair weather. 

10 

due W 

clofe fair weather. 

11 

due W 

clofe fair weather. 

12 

due W 

mifty morning, fair evening. 


S& W 

wet morning, fair evening. 

14 

SW 

clofe weather,fome rain. 


due N 

clofe fair weather, fome wind. 

id 

NNE 

windy morning, clofe evening. 

17 

NE 

clofe dry weather. 

18 

NE 

clofe fair weather. 

i 19 

ne 

fair fun-fhine weather. 

i 20 

E & by N 

clofe fair weather, fome wind. 

1 21 

N E 

warm morning,clofe evening. 

22 

| NE 

clofe, fair, and windy. 

23 

NE 

dole,fair, and windy. 

24 

NE 

clofe morning, fair fun-fhine evening. 

2; 

N E 

clofe fair weather. 

| 2d 

SE 

fair fun-fhine weather. 

i 27 

NE 

clofe fair weather. 

j 28 

E & by N 

fair fun-fhine weather. 

29 

S W ] 

j wind and rain. 

3 o 

due W 1 

clofe fair weather. 

3 1 

SW I 

> clofe weather, a little rain at night. 
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A Scheme of the Wind, andWeather at Oxford j June i i<fg 4- t 


Day. Wind. 


I 

SW i 

2 

due W 

3 

due W 

4 

due W 

r 

due W 

6 

due W 

7 

W,&N 

8 

dueN 

9 

due N 

IO 

NE 

ii 

dueE 

12 

dueE 

1-3 

ESE 

i 4 

ESE 

if 

ESE 

16 

ESE 

1 7 

ESE 

18 

E by N ! 

19 

EbyN:SSWi 

20 

S by W 

21 

SE:E SE¬ 

22 

NE 

23 

NE 

24 

NE 

2 J” 

NE 

2 6 

NE 

2 7 

, Ne.’E 

2* 

,E;SE 

29 

I S : S W 


Is w 


Weather. 

clofe morning, fair evening. 

clofe morning, rainy evening. 

fair morning, rainy evening. 

clofe fair weather. 

clofe fair weather. 

clofe fair weather. 

clofe fair weather. 

fair fun-fhine weather. 

clofe fair weather. 

fair fun-fhine weather. 

fair fun-fhine weather. 

fair fun-fhine weather. 

fair fun-fhine weather. 

fair fun-fhine weather. 

fair fun-fhine dry weather. 

fair fun-fhine hot weather. 

fair fun-fhine hot weather. 

fun-fhine morning,cloudy evening. 

fun-fhine hot weather. 

a little rain, cloudy. 

lowring. feme rain. 

fair hot weather. 

hot. a muddy sky. 

fun-fhine clear. 

fun-fh fair weather. 

fun-fhine dry weather. 

very dry. 

hot lowring evening, 
fun-fhine clear, 
cloudy,cool. 


Qj 


A Scheme 
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Scheme of the Wind, andWeather at Oxford ifulyy 
Day. Wind. Weather. 


'' I 

1 SW.WN'W: fomewhat cloudy. 

2 

W 

| a little rain, fair. 

3 

sw 

fair, but cloudy. 

■4 

sw. w 

clofe, fome rain. 

f 

sw 

fun-fhine morning, gloomy evening. 

6 

sw 

clofe. 

7 

wsw 

cool, clofe. 

8 

sw 

hazy, fome rain. 

9 

W. NW 

fome rain, clear. 

IO 

NW 

clear fun-fhine. 

ii 

SW 

rain. 

12 

w 

fomerrain.fair evening. 

13 

w I 

a fhowr or two. 

14 

W:SW 

cool clofe weather. 

if 

WSW 

J rain 

1 6 . 

w 

cool clofe weather. 

17 

w 

cool clofe weather. 

I;3 

N:.W 

fair fun-fhine weather. 

I<> 

WSW 

lowring cool weather. 

20 

W .vN W 

fair fun-fhine weather. 

; XX 

W 

fair fun-fhine weather.. 

22 

w 

hot fun-fhine weather. 

2 3 

W: S 

hot fun-fhineweather. 

24 

S:E 

hot fun-fhine weather. 

2 7 

E.& byS 

hot fun-fhineweather. 

Z-6 

E & by S. 

hot, a little rain toward night. 

2 7 

W:N 

hot fun-fhine weather. 

2-8 

w 

hot. thunder, rain. 


N NE 

cloudy, fome rain. 

30 

NNE 

fair fun-fhine weather. 

' 3 1 

N E. ! 

hot fun-fhine weather. 
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jf'Svfreme of the Wind-\ & Weather at Oxford$ Aagufi j 1^84, 


Day. 

Wind. 

1 

N. S 

2 

W. 

3 

s.w 

4 

dueS 

S 

S W&byS 

6 

S W&byS | 

’ 7 

due S 

8 

dues 

9 

due W 

10 

due N 

11 

S W 

12 

due W 

13 

due W 

i 4 

due W 

1 S 

W 

1 6 

W.-N 

1 7 

N W 

28 

N N W;N 


N.SW 

26 

SSW 

21 

ssw 

22 

s w 

23 

s w 

24 

sw 


N 

2 6 

SW f 

27 

NW ; 

28 

sw 

29 

S S w 


due S 

3 i 

S & by E j 


Weather. 

warm fun-fhine weather, 
cool fair weather, 
warm fair weather, 
hot fun-fhine weather, 
hot fun-fhine weather, 
warm fun-fhine weather, 
rainy morning, fair evening, 
clofe fair weather, 
fair fun-fhine weather, 
fair fun-fhine weather, 
fair mora.inclinable to rain at night 
rainy morn.the fame in the evening, 
fair fun-fhine weather, 
fair fun-fhine weather, 
fair fun-fhine weather, 
a fiiowr. fhmfhine weather, 
fun-fhine morning, cloudy evening, 
a muddy sky in the morn.f, fh. even# 
fair fun-fhine weather, 
hot fun-fhineweather, 
hot fun-fhi ne we a ther. 
fair fun-fhine'weather* 
hot fim-fhine weathei. 
hot fun-fhine weather, 
rain all day. 
rain at night, 
clofe; fbme rain, 
dole weather, 
clofe,- rain at night. 

Variable weather, 
clofe j fomerain. 


A Sc he me 
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A Sche the ef the WindM we at bet a t. Q xfor diSeJttembers 1684. 


Day. Wind. 


I 1 

s Sc by E 

2 

dueS 

3 

SE. W 

4 

SE.SW 

f 

due E 

6 

S SE 

7 

N W 

8 

N'W 

9 

NW 

10 

nw.ne 1 

11 

W&byN 

12 

NW:N 

11 

NN W 

*4 

dueN 

ir 

N & by E 

1 6 

dueN 

17 

N W 

18 

due N 

*9 

dueN 

20 

dueS 

21 

S & by E 

22 

due S 


SScbyW 

24 

due W 

2/ 

S & by W : 

2d 

dueS 

27 

dueS 

28 

dueS 

39 

S W 

I30INW j 


Weather.. 

clofc,fome rain. 

elofe, fome rain, 

dole, rain, thunder. 

elofe, fome rain. 

clofe morning,rain afternoon. 

elofe, fome rain. 

fair fun-ftiineweath. rain at night. 

fair clofe dry weather. 

fun-lhine morning,clofe evening. 

fun-lhine morning, fome rain. 

fair morning, clofe evening. 

fair morning, fome rain at night. 

rainy weather. 

fair fun-lhine weather. 

fair fun-lhine weather. 

clofe fair weather. 

clofe, and windy. 

fair, morn, fome rain; fair again. 

fair morning, clofe evening. 

fair fun-lhine weather. 

fair fun-lhine weather. 

fair fun-lhine weather. 

fair morning,clofe evening. 

fair fun-fhine weather. 

changeable weather. 

changeable weather. 

rainy weather. 

clofe moift weather. 

clofe moift weather. 

clofe morning, fun-lhine evening. 


A Scheme 
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J Scheme of the Wind, and Weather atOxfoediOfteber 1 ^ 84 * 


Day. 

Wind. 

i | 

N W 

a 1 

W & by 5 

3 

S W 

4 

S& bvW 

r 

W:N W 

& 

due W 

7 

sat by W 

8 

nn w 

9 

N: N N W 

lO 

N W 

ii 

SW 

12 

SS W 

*3 

ssw 

14 

ss w 


S Si by E 

id 

SSW 

17 

SW 

18 

W&by N 

1 9 

N W 

20 

N W 

21 

due W 

22 

due W 

2 3 

due W 

24 

N W 

2f 

NW 

2 6 

N W 

Z 7 

NE 

28 

S:\V-N 

29 

N;W 

3o 

N :W 


,due N 


Weather. 

i maift weather, feme rain. 

! dole weather, but fair.. 

dole morning ,• fair evening, 
dole all day, rain at night, 
rainy morning,fair evening, 
rainy windy weather, 
rain all day. 

rain morning, fair evening, 
dofe fair weather, 
fair weather. 

windy rainy morning,fair evening, 

dofe: and fome wind. 

dole, l'ome rain. 

rain, and wind. 

wind, and rain. 

fair fun-lhine weather. 

fair lumlhiti& weather. 

fair weather. 

dofe morn.- fair fun-lhine evening, 
fair weather, 
fair fna^lhine. weather, 
dole fail weather, 
fair morning., wind & rain at night 
| wind, fflow, Strain, 
dole, cold, and windy, 
fair frofty weather. 

| froft, and frtouu. 
froft, and fnow, 
frotty cold weather. 

| (now, and wind 

| cold thaw in the M. clear frofty E. 

A Scheme 
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A Scheme of the Wind, andWe ather at Oy£oxd.iNovem,-,n8^, 
Day. Wind. Weather, 


. X 

1 S&byWVN thaw, fnow, froft. 

2 

N W:W, 

1 frdflbmommg^ thaw afternoon. 

3 

S&byW:Wi thawing, weather all day. 

4 

N W 

dole, and windy. 

f 

iN W. 

clofe, and wrndy j little froft. 

6 

due W. 

fair weather, littlefroft. 

7 

N:S. 

fair morning, tain evening. 

8 

E & by S 

fmall rain all day. 

! 9 

S E. 

mifty moift weather. 

10 

due W, 

rainy mifty weather. 

Ji 

N W. 

cloudy moift weather. 

12 

S W • 

cloudy naoift weather. 

13 

S W 

cloudy, fome fun-lhine. 

14 

S W 

clofe, a mill: at night. 


NW 

frofty morning, clofe evening. 

\ i 

N W. 

dole morningjdear frofty evening. 

17 

NW;N. 

hard froft and clear. 

l8 

N. 

hard froft, iun*fhine. 

ip 

S 

clofe. fnow. rain. 

20 

S 

much rain. 

21 

w 

warm fun-fliine weather. 

22 

s 

froft, rain. 

2$ 

sw 

fair, fomewhat warm. 

24 

ws w 

feme rain. 

2/ 

WNW 

clofe. fair. 

26 

w 

fair. warm, clofe. 

27 

NW 

fame,tain. 

28 

N 

cold, cloudy, rain. 

29 

NE 

fair, but cloudy. 

3° 

N 

fair. 
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A Scheme of the Wind } and Weather at OxfordiDm/fl.,* 1684. 


Day. Wind 


I 

NNE 

2 

N 

3 

wsw 

4 

s 

/ 

s 

6 

SE:ENE. 

7 

ENE 

8 

ENE 

9 

ENE 

10 

ENE 

11 

ENE 

12 

ENE 


ENE 

*4 

ES E 


EtWS W 

16 

N W:N 

1 7 

W 

18 

N 

T 9 

W 

20 ’-' 

nnw 

21 

w 

22 

N 

23 

E 

24 

nE 

2 7 

N 

2 6 

N 

27 

W 

28 

NW 

2 9 

NW 

30 

WNW 

1 - 3 * 

E 


Weather. 

froft. lun-fhine. 
froft. lun-lhine. 
fnow. much fmall rain, 
cloudy, fome rain, 
warm fun-lhine weather, 
mifty. thick moift air. 
froft. fun-lhine weather, 
moift cloudy air. 
moift cloudy air. 
thick, moift air. 
fair but cloudy, 
clofe. 

a moift clofe air. 

froft. clear fun-lhine. 

froft. cloudy. 

froft. cloudy. 

froft. cloudy, a little fnow. 

froft. fun-lhine. 

thaw, cloudy. 

rain. hail. fnow. 

froft. fun-lhine. 

froft. fun-lhine. 

hard froft. windy, 

froft. fun-lhine. 

froft. cloudy, much fnow. 

hard froft. fun-lhine. 

froft. fun-lhine. 

rain all day. 

froft. rain at night. 

fome rain, fair evening, 

fair, cloudy. 
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